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REMARKS 

Applicant has reviewed the Office Action mailed on September 7, 2004 as well as fbc art 
cited. Claims 1-55 arc pending in this application. 
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Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. ^102 
Claims 1,11 and 1 2 were rejected under 35 USC § 102(c) as being anticipated by 

Jcflerey et al,, (U.S. 2002/01 8866S) (also referred to hcic as ""JcfTcrey*^. 

In order to expedite prosecution, claim 1 has been amended to recite *SvhereiTi the HDSL 

communicatiOT) device remotely configures a second communication device to mask errors 

during the B£R test." It is respectfully submitted that none of the cited references teach or 

suggest this feature. 

For example* in rejecting claim 10, the Of&ce Action cited pamgraph 0254 of 
McWilliams (US 2002/0009089). Paragraph 0254 of McWllliams states: 

[0254] in addition to an 8-bit address and 8-bit data bus plus the associated bus protocol 
control signals, the CPU interface 115 includes an open-drain interrupt signal. This signal 
may be asserted on the detection of various alarms within the device, e.g. excessive HEC 
errors, ECC buffer £all/emply, loss of lock etc. Any of tlie potential internal sources of 
this interrupt may be individually inhibited via an interrupt mask. 

However, the cited paragraph is silent as to **whcrcin the HDSL communication device remotely 

configures a second communication device to mask errors during the B£R test** 

Claims 1 1 and 12 depend firom claim 1 and, therefore, the arguments set forth herein with 
respect to claim 1 apply to these claims as welK 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the rgection of claims 1,11 and 12 be 
withdrawn. 
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ReiectiortsIMderSSJJ.S.C. f 103 
Claims 2 and 3 were rejected under 35 USC § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Jeffcrcy 
et ai. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kaewell Jr. et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,448.616). 
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Claims 4 and 6 were rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Jcffercy ct 
al (U.S. 2002/0188668) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bremer et al. (U.S. 
Patcait No. 6,647,058). 

aaims 5 and 7 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jcffercy ct 
al and Bremer et al, as applied to claim 4 and 6 above, and further in view of Lcc (US 
2002/0141445), 

Claims 8 and 9 were rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as being tmpatentable over Jeff^a&y et 
al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Applcton ct al. (U.S. 6,628,621 ). 

Claim 10 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jefferey et al. as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Stenard (U.S. Patent No. 5,136,617) and 
McWilliams (US 2002/0009089). 

Claim 1 3 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being uzipatcntabic over Scaholtz et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,424,636) in view of Jcffercy et al. and McWUliams. 

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seaholtz et a].» 
Jeffeiey et al. and McWilliams as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Lee. 

Claim 15 was rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Seaholtz et al, 
Jcffercy et al. and McWilliams as applied to claim 1 3 above, and further in view of Kaewdl Jr. ct 
al. 

Claims 1 6, 20, 22, 27, 29, 34, 35. 36, 38, 44, 46 and 51 were rejected under 35 USC 
1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Appleton et al. (U.S. 6,628,621) in view of McWilliams. 

Claims 1 7, 30, 3 1 , 37 and 48 were rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Appleton et al and McWilliams as applied to claim 1 6, 29, 46 above, and further in view of 
Lee. 

aaims 18, 23, 24, 25, 32, 40, 49, 50 and 53 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applcton et al and McWilliams as applied to claim 1 6, 22, 29, 38, 46 and 51 
above, and further in view of Bremer et al and Lee. 

Claims 19, 26, 33 and 43 were rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Appleton et al and McWilliams as applied to claim 16, 22, 29 and 38 above, and further in view 
of Kaewell Jr et al. 
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Claims 21, 28, 37 and 45 were rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applcton ct al. and McWilliams as applied to claiin 1 6, 22, 29 and 38 above, and further in view 
of Stcnaid (U.S. Patent No. 5,136,617). 

Claims 39, 41, 42« 52 and 54 were rejected under 35 (JSC 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Appleton et al. and McWilliams as applied to claim 38 above, and further in view of Bremer 
etal. 

Claim 55 was rejected under 3S USC 103(a) as bdng unpatentable over Appleton et al in 
view of McWilliams and Kaewell Jr. et al. 

Claims 13, 16, 22, 29, 38, 46, 51 , and 55 have been amended in a similar manner as claim 
1 . llicrcfbre, it is respectfully submitted that the arguments set forth above with respect to claim 
1 apply to these independent claims and the claims depending th e ie f iom. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully requested the rejections of these claims be withdrawn. 

Dependant claims 30 and 47 have been amended to make those claims consistent with the 
amended claims 29 and 46, respectively. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-55 are in condition to allowance and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested, if necessary, please charge any additional fees 
or credit oveipayments to Deposit Account No. 502432. 

If the Examiner has any questions or concerns regarding this application, please contact 
the undersigned at 612-455-1685. 



Attorneys for Applicant 
Fogg and Associates, LLC 
P.O. Box 581339 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1339 
T- (612) 332-4720 
F- (612) 332-4731 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date:. 




Jon M. Powers 
Reg. No. 43,868 
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